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        Introduced  by  M. of A. GUNTHER, P. LOPEZ, CAHILL, SPANO -- Multi-Spon- 

          sored by -- M. of A.  CALHOUN, CROUCH, MOLINARO, PHEFFER -- read  once 

          and referred to the Committee on Environmental Conservation 

  

        AN  ACT  to  amend  the  environmental  conservation law, in relation to 

          reviewing the west of Hudson River New York city drinking water supply 

          system program 

  

          The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and  Assem- 

        bly, do enact as follows: 

  

     1    Section  1.  The environmental conservation law is amended by adding a 

     2  new section 15-0809 to read as follows: 

     3  § 15-0809. Studies and recommendations to alleviate the threat of flood- 

     4               ing in certain areas. 

     5    1. The commissioner and the commissioner of the New York city  depart- 

     6  ment  of environmental protection, in consultation with water management 

     7  experts from federal agencies, including but not limited to, the  United 

     8  States  army corps of engineers, the United States geological survey and 

     9  the United States department of interior  bureau  of  land  reclamation, 

    10  shall  review  the  West  of  Hudson  River New York city drinking water 

    11  supply system program and make recommendations  as  to  strategies  that 

    12  could  potentially alleviate the threat of flooding to flood plain resi- 

    13  dents while at the same time continuing to satisfy the  requirements  of 

    14  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court decree in New Jersey v. New York, 347 U.S. 995 

    15  (1954) and ensuring an adequate supply of high quality drinking water to 

    16  the municipalities who rely on such system.   Such  recommendations  may 

    17  include  extension  and/or  expansion  of rain-based and snow pack spill 

    18  control programs as well as future flood plain zoning or land use  limi- 

    19  tations.  Further, the commissioner and the commissioner of the New York 

    20  city  department  of environmental protection and the Ulster county soil 

    21  and water conservation district, in consultation with the United  States 

    22  army  corps  of  engineers,  shall  conduct  a hydrological study of the 
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     1  Esopus Creek to identify areas at chronic risk of flooding  as  well  as 

     2  measures that could potentially reduce flood damage to flood plain resi- 

     3  dents  and  form  the  basis of better flood management along such creek 

     4  while  at  the same time continuing to ensure an adequate supply of high 

     5  quality drinking water to the municipalities who rely on such system. 

     6    2. The commissioner shall report to the governor, the temporary presi- 

     7  dent of the senate and the speaker of the assembly on such findings  and 



     8  recommendations  not  later  than  December  thirty-first,  two thousand 

     9  twelve. 

    10    § 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

 


