An Act

ENROLLED HOUSE
BILL NO 1471 By: Arnes of the House

and

Justice of the Senate

An Act relating to professions and occupati ons;
amending 59 O S. 2001, Section 698.4, as |ast anmended
by Section 2, Chapter 112, O S. L. 2010 (59 O S. Supp
2010, Section 698.4), which relates to the State
Board of Veterinary Medical Exam ners; nodifying
conposition of the Board; requiring veterinarian
Board nmenbers to be nom nated by fellow
veterinarians; specifying veterinarian Board nenbers
to represent congressional districts; directing
Governor appoint veterinarian Board nmenbers from

nom nations; directing |ay nenber and registered
veterinarian technician nmenber of Board to be

appoi nted by the Governor, subject to Senate
confirmation; describing nom nation and appoi nt nent
processes; directing Board to pronul gate additi onal
rules for nomnating Board nenbers; allow ng existing
Board nmenbers to conplete their terms; providing for
nom nati ons as seats becone vacant; and providing an
ef fective date.

SUBJECT: State Board of Veterinary Medical Exam ners
BE | T ENACTED BY THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTI ON 1. AMENDATORY 59 O S. 2001, Section 698.4, as
| ast amended by Section 2, Chapter 112, O S. L. 2010 (59 O S. Supp

2010, Section 698.4), is anended to read as foll ows:

Section 698.4 A 1. The State Board of Veterinary Medica
Exam ners shall consist of six{6)renrbers,—appointed by the



GGHSFS%—GL five I|censed veterlnarlan nenbers the State
Veterinarian, one registered veterinarian technician and one |ay

person representing the general public.

2. Each veterinary nenber shall be a graduate of an approved
school of veterinary nedicine, shall be a currently |licensed
veterinarian and shall have held an active |license for the three (3)
years precedi ng appointnent to the Board. Ore—+wenrber For each
congressional district, veterinary nenbers shall be appeintedfrom
each nonmnated to serve by the veterinarians residing in that

congressional district anrdanry+renrainingrenrbers—shall—be—appointed
fromthe state—atlarge. The nanes of the three veterinary nenbers

receiving the nost nom nations fromeach congressional district

shall then be given to the Governor who shall appoint one veterinary
nenber to represent each district. However, when congressional
districts are redrawn each nenber appointed prior to July 1 of the
year in which such nodification becones effective shall conplete the
current termof office and appointnments nade after July 1 of the
year in which such nodification beconmes effective shall be based on
the redrawn districts. Appointnments nmade after July 1 of the year

i n which such nodification becones effective shall be from any
redrawn districts which are not represented by a board nmenber until
such time as each of the nodified congressional districts are
represented by a board nenber. No appointnents nmay be made after
July 1 of the year in which such nodification beconmes effective if
such appointnment would result in nore than two nmenbers serving from
the sanme nodified district.

3. O the five licensed veterinarian nenbers, one nust be an
equi ne practitioner and one nust be a large animl practitioner.

4. The lay nenber shall be appointed by the Governor, subject
to confirmati on by the Senate. The |ay nmenber shall have no
financial interest in the profession other than as a consuner or
potential consumer of its services.

5. The registered veterinarian technician nenber shall be
appoi nted by the Governor, subject to confirmation by the Senate.

6. Menbers nust be residents of the State of Okl ahoma and be
persons of integrity and good reputation. No nenber shall be a
regi stered | obbyist. No nenber shall be an officer, board nenber or
enpl oyee of a statewi de or national organization established for the
pur pose of advocating the interests of or conducting peer review of
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veterinarians |licensed pursuant to the Gkl ahoma Veterinary Practice
Act .

B. Mepbers 1. Nonminations for veterinarian nenbers of the
Board shall be by secret ballot. The ballots may be sent by mail or
el ectronic nail by the Board to those entitled to nom nate at | east
thirty (30) days prior to the date of counting of the ballots and
may be returned by mail or electronic mail to the office of the
Board, then opened and counted at a neeting of the Board. |n other
respects, nomnations shall be conducted as provided by rul es
pronul gated by the Board.

2. Only veterinarians residing in a district shall be entitled
to nom nate the Board nenber fromthat district.

C. Menbers of the Board shall be appointed for a termof five
(5) years. No nenber shall serve consecutively for nore than two
(2) terms. Not nore than two (2) terns shall expire in each year,
and vacancies for the remai nder of an unexpired termshall be filled
by appoi ntment by the Governor. Menbers shall serve beyond the
expiration of their termuntil a successor is appointed by the
Governor. The initial appointee for the Board position created on
Novenber 1, 1999, shall be appointed for less than five (5) years to
abi de by staggered termrequirenents. The Governor shall appoint to
a vacancy within ninety (90) days of the begi nning of the vacancy.
Nom nees consi dered by the Governor for appointnent to the Board
nmust be free of pending disciplinary action or active investigation
by t he Board.

G- D. A nenber may be renoved fromthe Board by the CGovernor
for cause which shall include, but not be limted to, if a nmenber:

1. Ceases to be qualified;

2. |Is found guilty by a court of conpetent jurisdiction of a
felony or unlawful act which involves noral turpitude;

3. Is found guilty of nalfeasance, m sfeasance or nonfeasance
inrelation to Board duties;

4. |Is found nentally inconpetent by a court of conpetent
jurisdiction;

5. Is found in violation of the Ckl ahoma Veterinary Practice
Act; or
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6. Fails to attend three successive Board neetings w thout just
cause as determ ned by the Board.

E. Veterinarian nenbers of the Board appointed by the Governor
prior to Novenber 1, 2011, shall be allowed to serve out the
remai nder of their terns, and nom nations shall be collected as
seats becone vacant.

SECTION 2. This act shall becone effective Novenber 1, 2011.
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Passed the House of Representatives the 17th day of March, 2011.

Presiding Oficer of the House of
Representati ves

Passed the Senate the 18th day of April, 2011.

Presiding Oficer of the Senate

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

Received by the Governor thia___

day of A,
at o'clock M.
By:

Approved by the Governor of the State of Oklahomathe __________ day of
- M gk oo coeptelgelio o e i

Governor of the State of Oklahoms

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE
Received by the Secretary of State thia

day of , W ___,

at o'clock M.

By:
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