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First Extraordinary Session, 2006 ENROLLED

SENATE BILL NO. 22

BY SENATOR SHEPHERD AND REPRESENTATIVES ALARIO, ARNOLD,
BALDONE, CAZAYOUX, CRAVINS, M. GUILLORY, LAFLEUR,
PINAC, ROMERO, SALTER AND ST. GERMAIN 

AN ACT1

To enact R.S. 18:401.4, relative to early voting in an election conducted pursuant to an2

emergency plan; to allow certain registered voters of an affected area to vote during3

early voting in the offices of the registrars in certain parishes for certain elections;4

to provide relative to the manner of conducting the early voting in other parishes; to5

require the secretary of state to assist the registrars of voters in conducting early6

voting; to provide relative to the effectiveness of this provision; and to provide for7

related matters.8

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:9

Section 1.  R.S. 18:401.4 is hereby enacted to read as follows:10

§401.4.  Early voting in other parishes11

A.  For an election in an affected area for which the secretary of state has12

submitted an emergency plan to the legislature pursuant to R.S. 18:401.3(C),13

and such plan has been approved by the legislature pursuant to R.S.14

18:401.3(D), any registered voter of the affected area, who has registered to vote15

on or before the date of the gubernatorially declared emergency or disaster,16

may vote during the early voting period for such election at any office of the17

registrar in any parish that has a population of one hundred thousand or more18

according to the most recent federal decennial census.19

B.  The registrars of voters shall conduct the early voting authorized by20

this Section in the same manner as provided in R.S. 18:1309(A).  The secretary21

of state shall assist each registrar of voters, as necessary, in the preparation for22

and conduct of early voting authorized by this Section.  Any expenses associated23

with compliance with the provisions of this Section shall be borne by any local24

or municipal entity for which a local or municipal candidate or a local bond,25
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debt, or tax proposition or other question appears on the ballot for such1

election. Prior to the beginning of early voting pursuant to this Section, the2

secretary of state shall contact the appropriate election official in each3

jurisdiction where potential displaced registered voters are currently located to4

the best of his knowledge, to verify that each such registered voter has not5

registered to vote in that jurisdiction or, if such jurisdiction has a statewide6

voter registration database, in that state. If the secretary of state finds that a7

displaced registered voter has registered in that jurisdiction or state, the8

registered voter shall not be permitted to vote early pursuant to this Section and9

the secretary of state shall instruct the appropriate registrar of voters to10

proceed in accordance with the applicable provisions of Part V of this Chapter.11

C.  The provisions of this Section shall be effective until July 16, 2006.12

Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, if not13

signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to become law without signature14

by the governor, as provided in Article III, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana.  If15

vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become16

effective on the day following such approval.17

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:                          


