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Regular Session, 2010

HOUSE BILL NO. 685

BY REPRESENTATIVE SAM JONES AND SENATOR THOMPSON

AN ACT1

To amend and reenact R.S. 17:221(I), relative to school attendance; to provide relative to the2

enrollment of certain students in adult education programs that are approved by the3

State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education; and to provide for related4

matters.5

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:6

Section 1.  R.S. 17:221(I) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:7

§221.  School attendance; compulsory ages; duty of parents; excessive absences;8

consent to withdraw; condition for driving privileges9

*          *          *10

I.(1)  Nothing in this Section shall prohibit a child who is at least sixteen11

years of age and who meets the following students who meet criteria established by12

the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education for enrolling in an adult13

education program that is approved by the board from enrolling in and attending14

such a program.  A:  15

(a) A student who is at least seventeen years of age. 16

(b) A student who is incarcerated in an adult correctional facility.17

(c) A student who is the parent of a child in his legal care and custody,18

provided that such enrollment and attendance is ordered by a court of competent19

jurisdiction. 20

(2) A parent, tutor, or other person responsible for the school attendance of21

a child such a student who is at least sixteen years of age but under age eighteen and22

who is enrolled in and is fulfilling the attendance requirements of an adult education23
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program that is approved by the board shall be considered to be in compliance with1

the school attendance provisions of Paragraph (A)(1) of this Section.2

*          *          *3

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:  
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House Bill No. 685 would prevent any student under the age of 17 from enrolling in adult
education.  Today, with parental consent, the current policy of the Board of Elementary and
Secondary Education allows 16-year-olds to enroll in adult education programs if they meet
certain conditions, such as family or economic hardship, chronic illness, incarceration, or
institutionalization, among others.

As drafted, House Bill No. 685 would no longer allow 16-year-olds who leave school with
the consent of their parents to subsequently enroll in an adult education program. Unless
incarcerated or ordered by a court, these young people would be forced to wait one year
without this option.

I share the author’s intent to reduce the number of dropouts in our schools and signed
another piece of legislation sponsored by the author pertaining to the issue.  Unfortunately,
the approach taken in House Bill No. 685 is not as targeted as other pieces of legislation that
also passed this session.  

Specifically, I prefer the approach taken in Senate Bill No. 297 by Senator Donahue and
House Bill No. 1055 by Representative Richmond, which will allow 16-year-olds to enter
only those adult education programs that have “demonstrated a proven record of student
progress…as determined by quality indicators and performance-based criteria” adopted by
the Louisiana Community and Technical College System Board of Supervisors.  

I believe these new laws should be given time to take effect before we consider simply
prohibiting all 16-year-olds from entering adult education programs.  For this reason, I have
vetoed House Bill No. 685 and hereby return it to the House of Representatives.


