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Regular Session, 2010

HOUSE BILL NO. 251

BY REPRESENTATIVE PATRICIA SMITH

AN ACT1

To amend and reenact R.S. 17:21(B), relative to the state superintendent of education for2

public elementary and secondary education; to provide that the state superintendent3

shall possess certain minimum qualifications at the time of appointment by the State4

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education; to provide that the state board may5

establish additional qualifications; to provide limitations; to provide an effective6

date; and to provide for related matters.7

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:8

Section 1.  R.S. 17:21(B) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:9

§21.  Superintendent of education for public elementary and secondary education;10

general functions; appointment qualifications; vacancies; compensation11

*          *          *12

B.(1)  The superintendent shall administer and implement policies and13

programs adopted by the board and shall serve as the administrative head of the14

Department of Education.  In addition, he shall have such other powers, functions,15

duties, and responsibilities as may be provided by law.16

(2)(a)  The superintendent, at a minimum, shall possess at the time of17

appointment, such qualifications as are adopted by rule by the board for the position18

of superintendent of a city, parish, or other local public school board.  Except by a19

favorable vote of at least two-thirds of the authorized board membership, the board20

shall have no authority to waive for the position of state superintendent any21

qualification established by the board for the position of superintendent of a city,22

parish, or other local public school board.23
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(b)  The State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, by rule,  may1

establish additional qualifications applicable to the state superintendent.2

*          *          *3

Section 2.  This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, if not4

signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to become law without signature5

by the governor, as provided by Article III, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana.  If6

vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become7

effective on the day following such approval.8
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