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          -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be committed to
          the Committee on Rules  --  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Civil
          Service  and  Pensions  in  accordance  with  Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 --
          reported favorably from said committee, ordered to  first  and  second
          report,  ordered to a third reading, passed by Senate and delivered to
          the Assembly, recalled, vote reconsidered, restored to third  reading,
          amended  and  ordered  reprinted,  retaining its place in the order of
          third reading
 
        AN  ACT  establishing  the  task  force  on  retiree  health   insurance
          protection;  and  providing  for the repeal of certain provisions upon
          expiration thereof
 
          The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and  Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:
 
     1    Section  1.  Legislative findings. The legislature finds that adequate
     2  and affordable health insurance coverage is a crucial issue for  retired
     3  public  employees  and their dependents.   State government actions have
     4  been inconsistent, protecting health insurance coverage for some  groups
     5  of  retirees  pursuant  to chapter 43 of the laws of 2008, while denying
     6  protection to others (see vetoes 119 and 120 of 2007).
     7    § 2. Task force on retiree health insurance protection.  1.  There  is
     8  hereby  created  a  twelve member task force on retiree health insurance
     9  protection. The members of the task force shall be:
    10    (a) the chair of the senate committee on civil service  and  pensions,
    11  the  chair  of the assembly committee on governmental employees, and the
    12  president of the state civil service commission, or their designees, who
    13  shall serve as co-chairs;
    14    (b) two members appointed by  the  governor,  one  of  whom  shall  be
    15  appointed upon the recommendation of the New York state AFL-CIO;
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     1    (c)  two  members  appointed by the temporary president of the senate,
     2  one of whom shall be appointed upon the recommendation of the  New  York
     3  state AFL-CIO;



     4    (d)  two members appointed by the speaker of the assembly, one of whom
     5  shall be appointed  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  New  York  state
     6  AFL-CIO;
     7    (e) the state comptroller, or his or her designee;
     8    (f) one member appointed by the minority leader of the senate; and
     9    (g) one member appointed by the minority leader of the assembly.
    10    2.  Task  force  members  shall  receive  no  compensation  for  their
    11  services, but shall be reimbursed  for  actual  and  necessary  expenses
    12  incurred in the performance of their duties.
    13    3.  The  task  force  shall meet at least four times and shall hold at
    14  least one public hearing.
    15    4. The task force shall consult with, and seek advice and  recommenda-
    16  tions  from,  public  officers,  organizations,  and  entities affected,
    17  including but not limited to, the director of  the  budget,  the  super-
    18  intendent  of  insurance,  the director of the office for the aging, the
    19  director of the office of employee relations, the secretary of state and
    20  his or her designees with particular expertise in municipal  government,
    21  organizations  representing  retirees  including  alliances  of  retiree
    22  organizations, organizations representing municipal officials, organiza-
    23  tions representing local  governments,  and  organizations  representing
    24  school districts.
    25    5.  The  co-chairs  shall  provide  the  task force with personnel and
    26  support services necessary to accomplish its duties.
    27    § 3. Report of the task force. No later than June 1,  2009,  the  task
    28  force  shall  transmit  to  the governor, the temporary president of the
    29  senate, and the speaker of the assembly a report  recommending  cost-ef-
    30  fective  strategies for protecting adequate and affordable health insur-
    31  ance for retired public employees and their dependents.
    32    § 4. Health insurance moratorium. 1. From on and  after  May  1,  2008
    33  until  June  30, 2009, a public employer shall be prohibited from dimin-
    34  ishing the health insurance benefits  provided  to  retirees  and  their
    35  dependents  or  the  contributions  such  employer makes for such health
    36  insurance coverage below the level of  such  benefits  or  contributions
    37  made  on  behalf  of such retirees and their dependents by such employer
    38  unless a  corresponding  diminution  of  benefits  or  contributions  is
    39  effected  from the present level as of May 1, 2008 during this period by
    40  such employer from the corresponding group of active employees for  such
    41  retirees.  For the purpose of this act, "public employer" shall mean the
    42  following: (i) the state; (ii) a county, city, town  or  village;  (iii)
    43  any governmental entity operating a college or university; (iv) a public
    44  improvement  or  special district; (v) a public authority, commission or
    45  public benefit corporation; (vi) a school district, board of cooperative
    46  educational services, vocational education  and  extension  board  or  a
    47  school district as enumerated in section 1 of chapter 566 of the laws of
    48  1967, as amended; or (vii) any other public corporation, agency, instru-
    49  mentality or unit of government which exercises governmental power under
    50  the  laws  of  this  state.   For the purpose of this act, "retirees and
    51  their dependents" shall mean retired members and dependents of  the  New
    52  York  state and local employees' retirement system, the optional retire-
    53  ment program, or a teachers' retirement system.
    54    2. Nothing contained in this act shall supersede or diminish the terms
    55  of a collective bargaining agreement.  Nothing  contained  in  this  act
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     1  shall supersede or diminish the provisions of chapter 729 of the laws of
     2  1994 as amended by chapter 43 of the laws of 2008.
     3    §  5.  This  act  shall take effect immediately and shall be deemed to
     4  have been in full force and effect on and after May 1,  2008.  The  task



     5  force  created  by  section  two  of this act shall expire and be deemed
     6  repealed on and after June 2, 2009.


