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Regular Session, 2008

HOUSE BILL NO. 922

BY REPRESENTATIVE HENDERSON

1 AN ACT

2 To amend and reenact R.S. 42:1123(18)(a) and to enact R.S. 42:1123(18)(b) and (41),

3 relative to ethics; to allow a physician on the board of commissioners of certain

4 hospital service districts to engage in certain transactions with or to be employed by

5 certain entities that engage in certain transactions; to allow participation in certain

6 transactions before the board; to authorize certain parish governing authority

7 members in certain parishes to have certain employment under certain

8 circumstances; to provide for effectiveness; and to provide for related matters.

9 Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

10 Section 1.  R.S. 42:1123(18)(a) is hereby amended and reenacted and R.S.

11 42:1123(18)(b) and (41)are hereby enacted to read as follows: 

12 §1123.  Exceptions

13 This Part shall not preclude:

14 *          *          *

15 (18)(a)  A licensed physician who is a member of a board of commissioners

16 for any hospital service district authorized by Chapter 10 of Title 46 of the Louisiana

17 Revised Statutes of 1950 located within a parish which has a population of one

18 hundred twenty-five thousand or less from contracting with the hospital over which

19 the board exercises jurisdiction, from subcontracting with another provider who

20 contracts with such hospital, or from owning an interest in an entity that contracts

21 with such hospital.  However, such licensed physician shall recuse himself from

22 participating in any transaction before the board relating to any contracts entered into

23 by him, or by a provider with which he subcontracts, or by any entity in which he

24 owns an interest, and permitted by this Paragraph Subparagraph.
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1 (b)  A licensed physician who is a member of a board of commissioners for

2 a hospital service district located within a parish which has a population of one

3 hundred twenty-five thousand or less and in which medical facilities were damaged

4 or destroyed in the previous six-year period as the result of a hurricane from having

5 a professional services contract with or being employed by a person who contracts

6 with the hospital over which the board exercises jurisdiction or with the hospital

7 service district.  Such physician may participate in discussion and debate regarding

8 any transaction before the board relating to such a person with whom he has a

9 professional services contract or by whom he is employed; however, such physician

10 shall recuse himself from voting on any such transaction.

11 *          *          *

12 (41)  A member of the parish governing authority of a parish containing a

13 population of more than seventy thousand but less than eighty-five thousand persons

14 from being employed by a person who rents or leases property from the parish

15 airport authority provided that the amount of the rent or lease is less than five

16 hundred dollars per month and that the parish governing authority member recuses

17 himself from voting or otherwise participating in any matter relating to such person.

18 Section 2A.  This Act is declared to be remedial and curative and shall be applied

19 retroactively to August 15, 2007, as well as prospectively.

20 B.  The Board of Ethics shall not institute any action against a licensed physician

21 who is a member of a board of commissioners for a hospital service district located within

22 a parish which has a population of one hundred twenty-five thousand or less and in which

23 medical facilities were damaged or destroyed in the previous six-year period as the result of

24 a hurricane and who has a professional services contract with or who is employed by a

25 person who contracts or is seeking a contract with the hospital for any participation on the

26 board of commissioners between August 15, 2007, and the effective date of this Act.

27 C.  This Section and Section 1 of this Act shall become effective upon signature by

28 the governor or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to

29 become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III, Section 18 of the

30 Constitution of Louisiana.  If this Act is vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved
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1 by the legislature, this Section and Section 1 of this Act shall become effective on the day

2 following such approval.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:  
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VETO MESSAGE

House Bill No. 922 would create an exception to the ethics code to permit physician
members of a hospital service district board to maintain a personal service or employment
agreement with a person who does business with the hospital or hospital service district. The
bill also would create an exception for certain members of a parish governing authority who
rent or lease property from the parish airport authority. I do not see the need for this
legislation. 

For these reasons, I have vetoed HB922 and hereby return it to the House of Representatives.
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