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Regular Session, 2008

HOUSE BILL NO. 418

BY REPRESENTATIVE MICKEY GUILLORY

AN ACT1

To amend and reenact R.S. 14:134.3(C), relative to the crime of abuse of office; to provide2

for an exception in the case of an elected official responding to his constituency; and3

to provide for related matters.4

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:5

Section 1.  R.S. 14:134.3(C) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows: 6

§134.3.  Abuse of office7

*          *          *8

C.  The provisions of this Section shall not apply to benefits or services9

rendered to a person who is entitled to such benefits or services from the state or any10

political subdivision of the state or any governmental entity when the public officer11

or public employee is performing his duties as authorized by law.  Nothing in this12

Section shall prohibit or limit the ability of a public officer or public employee from13

performing his duties as authorized by law or as a condition of his employment or14

office, nor shall it prohibit or limit the ability of an elected official from responding15

to a request by his constituency or any citizen of the state of Louisiana.16
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House Bill No. 418 would amend R.S. 14:134.3 to provide that the crime of abuse of office
"shall not prohibit or limit the ability of an elected official from responding to a request by
his constituency or any citizen of state of Louisiana".  While I support legislation that
encourages elected officials to diligently represent their constituents, I am concerned that
House Bill No. 418 may have the unintended consequence of providing a defense to a public
servant who attempts to use a constituent request as a shield to wrongdoing. Additionally,
I am satisfied that the intent of House Bill No. 418 is satisfied by the final sentence in the
existing version of Section 134.3C - "Nothing in this Section shall prohibit or limit the
ability of a public officer or public employee from performing his duties as authorized by
law or as a condition of his employment or office."

For these reasons, I have vetoed House Bill No. 418 and hereby return it to the House of
Representatives.


