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Regular Session, 2008

HOUSE BILL NO. 906

BY REPRESENTATIVES HUTTER, ARMES, BILLIOT, BURRELL, HARDY, HILL,
AND WOOTON

1 AN ACT

2 To amend and reenact R.S. 42:1141(B)(1)(a), relative to the enforcement procedures of the

3 Board of Ethics; to require the board to provide certain information to the accused

4 and the complainant; to provide relative to deadlines for the provision of such

5 information; and to provide for related matters.

6 Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

7 Section 1.  R.S. 42:1141(B)(1)(a) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as

8 follows: 

9 §1141.  Procedure

10 *          *          *

11 B.  Complaints.  (1)(a)  The board shall consider any signed sworn complaint

12 from any elector, hereinafter referred to as complainant, concerning a violation of

13 this Chapter which is within its jurisdiction or the regulations or orders issued by the

14 board, or may by a two-thirds majority vote of its membership, consider any matter

15 which it has reason to believe may be a violation of this Chapter.  Additionally, the

16 board may consider any matter which it has reason to believe may be a violation of

17 any other provision of law within its jurisdiction as provided in this Subsection or

18 as may be otherwise provided by law.  A certified copy of the vote and explanation

19 of the matter or a copy of the sworn complaint if one has been submitted to the board

20 A certified copy of the vote; a detailed explanation of the matter, including the

21 specific factual allegations upon which the board based its decision to investigate;

22 and a copy of any complaint received by the board, which includes the name of the

23 complainant and the name of any other person providing information that the board

24 has considered in the matter, shall be sent by certified mail to the accused and the
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1 complainant within ten days after the vote occurs or after receipt of a signed sworn

2 complaint.  The chairman of the board shall assign each such matter to the

3 appropriate panel for investigation.

4 *          *          *

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:  
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VETO MESSAGE

House Bill No. 906 by Representative Hutter would require that the Board of Ethics send the
following to the accused by certified mail: “a copy of any complaint received by the Board,
which includes the name of the complainant and the name of any other person providing
information that the Board has considered in the matter.” While I understand and support the
right of an accused public servant to defend him/herself from formal charges, I am
concerned that this requirement may discourage citizens from reporting misconduct for fear
of reprisal.

Other substantive components of HB 906 were included in HB 290 by Representative Dixon,
which I signed on June 6, 2008, such as the requirement that the Board send the accused a
certified copy of the vote, a detailed explanation of the matter, factual allegations upon
which the Board based its decision to investigate, and a copy of the complaint. However,
Representative Dixon’s bill made specific provisions to redact the name of the complaint and
protect his/her identity. 

For these reasons, I have vetoed House Bill No. 906 and hereby return it to the House of
Representatives.
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