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As Amended by Senate Committee

[As Amended by House Committee of the Whole]

As Amended by House Committee
Session of 2007

HOUSE BILL No. 2140

By Representatives Myers, Beamer, Carlson, Crum, Dahl, Faber,
Grange, M. Holmes, Humerickhouse, Kelsey, Kiegerl, McLeland,
Judy Morrison, Jim Morrison, Peck, Ruff and Schroeder

1-19

AN ACT designating English as the official language of the state of Kan-
sas and concerning its use by state agencies and political or taxing
subdivisions[; establishing the English as the official language
competitive grant program and making appropriations
therefor].

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Kansas:
Section 1. (a) English shall be designated as the official language of

the state of Kansas.
(b) The official language is designated as the language of any official

public document or record and any official public meeting:
(1) An official public document or record is any document officially

compiled, published or recorded by the state including deeds, publicly
probated wills, records of births, deaths and marriages and any other
document or record required to be kept open for public inspection pur-
suant to the open records act.

(2) An official public meeting is any meeting required to be open
pursuant to K.S.A. 75-4317 et seq., and amendments thereto.

(c) Except as otherwise provided by law, no state agency or political
or taxing subdivision of the state shall be required to provide any docu-
ments, information, literature or other written materials in any language
other than English. Nothing shall prohibit state agencies or political
or taxing subdivisions from: (1) Publishing any official public doc-
ument or record in languages other than English at their discre-
tion, so long as the document or record is also published in English;
or (2) permitting a person who does not speak English to speak or
communicate at an official public meeting with the assistance of
an interpreter.
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Sec. 2. A state agency or political or taxing subdivision, or its officers
or employees, may use a language other than the English language to:

(a) Provide information orally to individuals in the course of deliv-
ering services to the general public;

(b) comply with federal law;
(c) protect the public health or safety;
(d) protect the rights of parties and witnesses in a civil or criminal

action in a court or in an administrative proceeding;
(e) provide instruction in foreign and native American language

courses;
(f) provide instruction designed to aid students with limited English

proficiency so they can make a timely transition to use of the English
language in the public schools;

(g) promote international commerce, trade or tourism; and
(h) use terms of art or phrases from languages other than the English

language in documents.;
(i) provide signage and documents in braille; and
(j) communicate in American Sign Language.
Sec. 3. This act shall not be construed in any way to infringe upon

the rights of citizens under the constitution of the state of Kansas or the
constitution of the United States in the use of language in any private
activity. No agency or officer of the state or any political or taxing sub-
division of the state may place any restrictions or requirements regarding
language usage in any business operating in the private sector other than
official documents, forms, submissions or other communications directed
to government agencies and officers, which communications shall be in
the common language as recognized in this act.

Sec. 4. This act may not be construed in any way to limit the use of
any other language by a tribal government of native Americans located in
the state of Kansas. A school district and a tribe, by mutual agreement,
may provide for the instruction of students that recognizes the cultural
identity of native American children and promotes the use of a common
language for communication.

Sec. 5. Any citizen of the state of Kansas has standing to bring an
action against the state or a political or taxing subdivision of the state to
enforce this act. The district court has jurisdiction to hear and decide any
such action brought pursuant to this act. Nothing in this act shall di-
minish or expand any existing rights under the laws of Kansas or
the United States relative to services or materials provided by the
government of Kansas in any language other than English.

Sec. 6. The state of Kansas recognizes the importance of es-
tablishing and actively promoting English language classes, train-
ing or other educational services[, English language training or
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citizenship classes] for non-native speakers. The local entity des-
ignated by the Kansas state department of education [state board
of regents] to offer such services shall seek the assistance of local
political subdivisions, community-based agencies and organiza-
tions, migrant worker groups, refugee resettlement programs,
schools, churches and others in making non-native speakers aware
of the availability of such services [classes and training] and en-
suring their continuation and expansion.

[Sec. 7. (a) As used in this section:
[(1) ‘‘State board’’ means the state board of regents.
[(2) ‘‘Entity’’ means a political subdivision, community-based

agency or organization, migrant worker group, refugee resettle-
ment program, school, church or other not for profit organization
which provides English language classes, English language train-
ing or citizenship classes for non-native speakers.

[(b) There is hereby established the English as the official lan-
guage competitive grant program. Subject to the limitations of ap-
propriations therefor, any entity which has established a program
which provides English language classes, English language train-
ing or citizenship classes for non-native speakers or which desires
to establish or expand such a program may submit an application
for a competitive grant of moneys in an amount to be determined
by the board for the purpose of paying the costs of establishing or
expanding such program and any operating expenses related
thereto. The application shall be prepared in such form and man-
ner as required by the state board and shall be submitted at a time
to be determined and specified by the state board.

[(c) The board shall establish standards and criteria for review-
ing, evaluating and approving applications for grants submitted
pursuant to this section. All grants shall be awarded by the board
in accordance with the standards and criteria established by the
board. Within the limitations of appropriations therefor, the state
board shall determine the amount and number of grants and shall
be responsible for payment of grants. When awarding such grants,
the state board shall give first priority to existing programs which
have the highest numbers of persons on waiting lists to attend such
program. Second priority shall be given to areas of the state where
there is the greatest need for such programs.

[(d) Any entity which is awarded a grant under this section shall
make such periodic and special reports to the state board as it may
request.

[Sec. 8.
[STATE BOARD OF REGENTS
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[(a) Subject to appropriation for the above agency from the state
general fund for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2008, the
following:

[English as the official language competitive grant
program ........................................................... $500,000]

Sec. 6. 7. [9.] 7. The provisions of this act are severable and any
provision held invalid shall not affect or impair any of the remaining
provisions of this act.

Sec. 7. 8. [10.] 8. This act shall take effect and be in force from and
after its publication in the statute book.


